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MUSICAL LEADERSHIP
Mark Vogel, Artistic Director

Since arriving in Houston in 2014, Mark Vogel has established himself in this city's
vibrant musical culture as a performer, conductor, and educator. In addition to his
position as Artistic Director of International Voices Houston, he is also Professor
of Music at Lone Star College-North Harris, and Music Director at Congregation
Beth Israel. Other positions have included Choir
Director at Lone Star College-University Park,
Music Director at First Unitarian Universalist
Church of Houston, Interim Artistic Director of
the Woodlands Chorale, and music instructor at
the Kinkaid School and St. Pius X High School. He
is also known for his creative piano performance-
lectures, given at such venues as San Jacinto
College and the UT Health and Science Center.

His extensive musical training includes a Master's
degree in piano performance from Manhattan
School of Music studying with Ruth Laredo, and a
Bachelor’s degree in piano performance from the
University of lowa studying with Rene Lecuona.

Mark moved to Houston from Washington, D.C., where for nine years he was
an active music director and pianist, performing at such venues as the Kennedy
Center, Strathmore Concert Hall, National Cathedral, Wolf Trap Performing Arts
Center, and the Library of Congress. He has performed with ensembles including
Washington Master Cﬁorale, the Fairfax Chamber Ensemble, Washington Men'’s
Camerata, Aurora Opera, the Washington Ballet Orchestra, the Army Chorus,
Woodley Ensemble, Vienna Choral Society, and more.

Paul Butt, Accompanist

Paul was born in Alaska, grew up in Oregon, and
now lives in Houston. He began studying music
seriously when he was awarded lessons from
the American Guild of Organists in High School.

Paul attended Lewis and Clark College in
Portland, Oregon, and graduated with a degree
in piano performance. He moved to Houston
to attend Rice University and graduated with a
Master’s degree in organ performance.

Paul has played for choirs on tour in Ireland,

France, Austria, and most enjoyed playing for

choral events at St. Patrick’s, Dublin, and Notre

Dame and La Madeleine, Paris. He has been a musician for Lutheran, Methodist,
Christian Science, Presbyterian, Church of Christ, Disciples of Christ, and
Episcopal churches.

Paul is presently organist at First Methodist Houston. He has been accompanying
International Voices Houston since 2007.
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INTERNATIONAL VOICES HOUSTON

International Voices Houston is a multicultural choir in Houston, Texas, that
inspires, educates, and brings joy to its audiences through world music. We
perform international choral works in their unique styles and languages. We
celebrate our cultural diversity as part of the greater Houston community through
our collaborative environment of camaraderie, learning, and growth.
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SUPPORTERS

Become part of our growing family of supporters! To contribute,
audition, or join our email list, please visit us online at
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ABOUT THE PROGRAM

This concert program itself has traveled a winding path to get here today.
Twice-postponed by the pandemic, The Road Home has been waiting for
just the right moment to come to fruition. So it is perhaps fitting that June
20th is World Refugee Day. The music that we present in this performance
resonates deeply with our singers, many of whom are living in a city far-
removed from their original homeland.

Our journey begins with the exciting ”Ujedinite Se” by Jim Papoulis, sung
in four languages: English, Bosnian, Arabic and Hebrew. This is one of two
songs that we recorded virtually during the first year of the pandemic, both
of which we are grateful to be singing live and in person today.

Our program title comes from this next song by Stephen Paulus. The
searching, longing quality of the melody reflects the winding path of “The
Road Home.” "Estrella Blanca”—also recorded virtually last season—
continues the search, this time providing a guiding light to lead us on our
way. “Sa Ugoy ng Duyan” is a very popular lullaby from the Philippines.
Sung in Tagalog, it longs for a more peaceful time in the loving arms of a
caregiver.

The American popular song, “Home,” has a welcoming quality to it. We
pair this song with a photograph}y exhibit by Judit German-Heins, featuring
powerful portraits of refugees from around the world. Next, our Tenors
and Basses sing a sentimental Irish air about missing the home waters of
Galway Bay.

In honor of Juneteenth—the national holiday that commemorates the
emancipation of enslaved African-Americans—we offer the African-
American spiritual, “Sometimes | Feel Like a Motherless Child,” which
yearns for the motherland of Africa. This sets up a collection of African
works, beginning with “Kenyan Dances,” a joyful expression of welcoming
from East Africa. We follow this with two pieces from South Africa.
“Ndikhokhlele Bawo"” is sung in Xhosa, and is a song that cries for help and
protection from the sorrows in our world. And, sung in the Zulu language,
“Siyahamba"” is an inspiring anthem calling for the march toward freedom.

“Prayer for Ukraine” is a patriotic hymn that has become a spiritual anthem
for Ukraine. We sing it today as a prayer for peace in a part of our world in
need of healing. Similarly, “Watani,” sung in Arabic, sings of the beautiful
memories of a homeland, this time: Syria. This expressive song sets up
the heart of our program, Everyday Wonders: The Girl from Aleppo—a
musical wonder that portrays the inspiring journey of a young Kurdish
refugee from Syria, Nujeen Mustafa. We invite you to read more about this
work, and to follow along with the lyrics on pages 14 and 15.

In the words of our title song, “Through the air there's a calling from far
away, there's a voice | can hear that will lead me home.” We hope our
voices inspire you and help you to come a little closer to feeling at Home.

Mark Vogel,
Atrtistic Director



THE ROAD HOME CONCERT PROGRAM

International Voices Houston
Mark Vogel, Artistic Director
Paul Butt, Accompanist

Jesus Pacheco, percussion
Claire Niederberger, violin

Ujedinite Se

The Road Home
Brittany Henry, soloist

Estrella Blanca

Sa Ugoy ng Duyan

Nick Szoeke, soloist
Home
Galway Bay

Sometimes | Feel Like a Motherless Child

Kenyan Dances

featuring:

Jim McGehee, flute
Andy Black, guitar

Jim Papoulis
American Hymn Tune
adapted by Stephen Paulis

Traditional Sephardic
adapted by Victor Johnson

Lucio D. San Pedro

Phillip Phillips

Traditional Irish
arr. Emily Crocker

African-American Spiritual
arr. Jay Althouse

East African Folk Songs
arr. Tim Gregory

Carly Cappozzo, Lindsay Reilly, Ashabari Sprenger

Leslie Moore, Dale Thomas, Lisa Tynan
David Collins, Patrick Curphey, Alex Martinez
Tony Adam, Didier Bedel, Steve Buza

Ndikhokhele Bawo

Jael Miller, soloist

with: Jenny Jou, Carolyn Leap, Ksenia Mohebbi,
Diana Guzman, Frances Johnson, Kelly Levitt

Siyahamba
Prayer for Ukraine

Watani

Hadeel Mujarkesh, soloist
Everyday Wonders: The Girl from Aleppo

featuring:

Mariah Almack, Mary Davis, Yue Jiang
Kat Hastings, Doreen Lee, Dale Thomas

Traditional Xhosa Prayer
arr. Lhente-Mari Pitout

Traditional South African

?/kola Lysenko

M
Oleksandr Konysky

Assi and Mansour Rahbani

Cecilia McDowall

Fredy Bonilla, Steve Buza, Ben McGee, Nick Szoeke



Ujedinite Se
Sung in English, Arabic, Bosnian and Hebrew

When is the time to be?

When is the time to see?

When is the time to lift up our arms?

If we could learn to listen with an open heart
We would learn to break down our walls.

Ujedinite se (Bosnian) Stand united
Bo nisteref b'yachad (Hebrew) Let’s join as one
Kolenna sawa (Arabic) All of us together

Tifta cho et alev, nah mod kmo echad (Hebrew) Open your heart, stand as one
Udruzite se (Bosnian) Join together

The Road Home

Tell me, where is the road | can call my own

That | left, that | lost so long ago?

All these years | have wandered, Oh, when will | know
There's a way, there's a road that will lead me home

After wind, after rain when the dark is done

As | wake from a dream in the gold of day
Through the air there's a calling from far away
There's a voice | can hear that will lead me home

Rise up, follow me, come away, is the call
With the love in your heart as the only song
There is no such beauty as where you belong

Rise up, follow me, | will lead you home

Estrella Blanca

The road is long, the night surrounds;
Alone | walk this ground.

But a star beaming in in the sky

Will guide my steps and bring me home.

Estrella Blanca, mi luz (Spanish) White star, my light

The wind blows gently ‘round my head.
| travel where I'm led.
For a star beaming in in the sky

Will guide my steps and bring me home.




Sa Ugoy ng Duyan
Sung in Tagalog

Sana'y di magmaliw ang dati kong araw
Nang munti pang bata sa piling ni nanay
Nais kong maulit ang awit ni inang mahal
Awit ng pag-ibig habang

ako'y nasa duyan

Sa aking pagtulog na labis ang himbing
Ang bantay ko'y tala,
ang tanod ko'y bituin
Sa piling ni nanay, langit ay buhay
Puso kong may dusa sabik
sa ugoy ng duyan

Ibig kong matylof sa dating
duyan ko Inang
Oh, Inal

I wish those early days will never fade
When | was child in mother’s care
| wish to hear once more my
beloved mother’s song
A song of love as she rocks me to sleep

As | slept peacefully and soundly
Guarded and protected

by the stars above
Cared for by mother, life is like heaven
My heart now grieves,

yearning for my cradle

| wish to sleep in my old hammock

Mother, oh Mother

Home

Hold on, to me as we go, as we roll down this unfamiliar road
And although this wave is stringing us along just know you're not alone
‘Cause I'm going to make this place your home

Settle down, it'll all be clear, don't pay no mind to the demons they fill you with fear
The trouble it might drag you down, if you get lost, you can always be found

Just know you're not alone cause I'm going to make this place your home

Galway Bay

‘Tis far away | am today from scenes that | roamed as a boy.
And so long ago was the hour | know, | first saw lllinois.
Nor time nor tide nor waters wide can tear my heart away.
Forever true it flies out to you, my own dear Galway Bay.

My chosen bride is by my side, her brown hair silver gray.
And her daughter Rose as like her grows as April dawn today.
Her eldest boy, his mother’s joy, his father’s pride and stay.
With gifts like these, I'd live at ease, were | near Galway Bay.

Oh. gray and bleak, by shore and creek, the rugged rocks abound.
But 'tis sweeter green the grass between than grows on Irish ground.
So friendship fond, all else beyond, and love that lives always.

Bless each dear home beside your foam, my dear old Galway Bay




Sometimes | Feel Like a Motherless Child

Sometimes | feel like a motherless child, a long way from home.
Sometimes | feel like I'm almost gone, a long way from home.

Kenyan Dances
Sung in Swahili

Twaingia Here We Come!
Twaingi ingia, sisi wana muziki. We musicians are entering the stage.

Wacheze Kidogo Dance a Little

Ni nani twm-tuma, asalimie wageni?  Who do we send to greet our guests?
Jamani twawatuma, wasalimie wageni. Our people will greet the guests.
Wacheze kidogo, Dance a little and

wabaki wakicheka. leave the audience laughing.

Kwaheri Farewell

Kwaheri wageni, Farewell guests,

Mungu akipenda tutaonana tena. God willing, we shall meet again.
Tucheze ngoma sukuti, Let’s dance the dance of the Luo people,
Tucheze Let’s dance

mwenyenyo, the dance of the Kamba music bands,
Tucheze kilumi, Let’s dance

Tucheze the dance of the Kamba people,
mwoboko. Let’s dance

the dance of the Kikuyu people.

Ndikhokhele Bawo
Sung in Xhosa

Ndikhokhele Bawo Lead me, oh Father

Ndikhokhele Bawo, zundi khokhele Lead me, oh Father

Ndikhokhele mmeli wami, ezintsizini  Lead me, my Savior

Ezintsizini, zalomhlaba bawa In all the sorrows of this world Father

Bawo, Bawo, Bawo Father, Father, Father

Bawo ndiyabonga Father, | thank you

Ngoba wena, usandigcinile For you still protect me

Noma ungekwe thuze kwami Although you are not with me

A noma ungekwe thuze kwami Yes, although you are not near

Wena, wena ungekwe thuze kwami Oh Lord, oh Lord although you are not near

Siyahamba
Sung in Zulu

Siyahamba, ekukanyen’ kwenkos' We are marching in the light of God




Prayer for Ukraine
Sung in Ukrainian

Bozhe velykyi Yedynyi, Almighty and Only God,

Nam Ukrainu khrany, Preserve Ukraine for us!

Voli i svitu prominniam, With beams of freedom and enlightenment
Ty yiyi osiny. You shine upon her.

Svitlom nauky i znannia With the light of science and knowledge
Nas, ditey prosvity, Illumine us, Your children.

Vchystii liubovi do kraiu A pure love of our native land

Ty nas, Bozhe, zrosty. Foster in us, God.

Molymos’, Bozhe yedynyi, We pray, our Only God,

Nam Ukrainu khrany, Preserve Ukraine for us!

Vsi svoyi lasky shchedroty All Your graces and benevolence
Ty na liud nash zver ny. Bestow upon our nation.

Dai yomu voliu, dai yomu doliu, Grant us freedom, grant us luck,

Dai dobroho svitu, Grant us enlightenment and happiness,
Shchastia, Dai, Bozhe, narodu Grant, o God, our people

I mnohaya, mnohaya lita! Many, many years.

Watani
Sung in Arabic

My homeland, you're the mountain of the blue clouds
My homeland, you're the moon of dew and lily

You're the houses of our beloved ones

You're the ground of those who have passed

You're small, but for us, you're as big as the world

My homeland, you're the lost gold of time

My homeland, you came from the brightness of poems
For you, | am a poem that was written by the wind

| am stone, | am an iris, oh, my homeland

My neighbors remembered me,

And the birds of the moon call to me
My ancestors planted your trees,
Their faces are on your stones

They live here for hundreds of years,
For thousands of years,

From the beginning of existence




Everyday Wonders: Synopsis

Wherever one looks, innocent children are cauaht up in conflict. During these
last years alone, thousands and thousands of child refugees have trekked from
Syria to Turkey and on into Europe in search of asylum.

One of these children was Nujeen Mustafa, a remarkable Kurdish teenager with
cerebral palsy who had never gone to school but taught herself fluent English by
watching American soap-operas. Driven from their home in Aleppo by war at the
age of 16, she travelled 3,593 miles across nine countries to Germany in a rickety
second-hand wheelchair pushed by her elder sister, Nasrine. Her remarkable
journey was followed by the journalist Christina Lamb (co-author of | am Malala).
Through it all, as they navigated rough seas, people-smugglers, bumpy fields
and hostile border guards, Nujeen remained with a smile on her face, chatting
about her dream ofgbecoming an astronaut and the things she had learnt on TV.
In this five-movement cantata Nujeen'’s dramatic story — recounted in her
biography ‘The Girl from Aleppo” (co-authored by Christina Lamb) - is retold by
Kevin grossley-Holland. Nujeen’s experience unfolds in the musical narrative;
chorales, haunting vocal soﬂos, intense solo violin playing, restless choruses,
body percussion, all driving a course from country to country to arrive, thankfully,
ind(ciiermany. It is a journey of hope and extraordinary fortitude against all the
odds.

Commissioned by The National Children’s Choir of Great Britain on its 20th
Anniversary and first performed by the Choirs in Birmingham Town Hall on 10
August, 2018, Harriet Mackenzie, violin, Claire Dunham, piano, conducted by
Dan Ludford-Thomas.

1. Orphans of the World

Chorale
This wreath of words is what we have, and flowers of song all we can give.
Singing sorrow but singing tomorrow. Singing the song of life itself.

Nujeen. Nujeen. New life. That's me!

But | can’t walk, can't balance. My two legs have lives of their own.
Plaster, braces, operations. I'm stuck forever on tiptoes.

| often dream about being an astronaut.

Floating in space, your legs don't matter.

The scent of rosewater, hookah pipes, pistachios. That's how Aleppo used to be.
Dust, rubble. Every window broken.
Aleppo, Aleppo...like a ghost town.

We Kurds: orphans of the world. My mother, father, my siblings.

All ten of us in three rooms. TV was my school, TV was my friend.

| learned soap-opera English by watching TV.

Shelling, looting, hammering, bombing.

We knew we had to leave. Just me, my sister Nasrine, and my wheelchair.
Sometimes sisters can be as sweet as birds.

Chorale
Remember me? Remember.
I'm not a baby, not a girl, not a boy.
I'm just a number, an obstacle. I'm on the wrong side.
Remember. Remember me?




2. Thousands milling at the border (The Journey)

Thousands milling at the border. Suitcases. Bundles. Refugees - nothing!
We sold heirlooms. Family homes. One man said he sold his kidney.
We raised money to buy life jackets, a place on a dinghy, freedom.

3. | had never seen the sea before

| had never seen the sea before,

The mist, the spray. How beautiful it is!

Our phones we tied inside party balloons to keep them dry on the crossing.
Of course | can't swim. I've never been in water.

None of us could swim. | became Poseidon.

That dove pebble a little Afghan boy gave me:

| held it for luck between my awkward fingers.

4. A lost tribe pushed from border to border

A lost tribe pushed from border to border.

Stampeding for a bus, swarming across fields.

In the camps children drew pictures

With coloured pencils: a flower bright as blood.

The guards lobbed food at us, lawyers, doctors,

Professors, businessmen. We aren’t animals.

The jerking, the jolting, the pain, the pain. And Nasrine always pushing, pushing.
Greece, Macedonia, Serbia, Hungary, Croatia, Slovenia, Austria...

‘Please, Germany? Where is Germany?'The policeman smiled.

"Wilkommen! Welcome to Germany!’

5. Everyday Wonders
My head, my heart. Skipping and singing.

What delights me are everyday wonders: People talking to me because I'm smiling.

Happy frogs croaking, summer rain falling, even the ducks seemed to welcome me.
A chance to brush my teeth in the morning. everything on time, all the strict rules,
Waking early, my first ever morning at school,

My pink-and-blue rucksack, red subject folders.

Sometimes in my dreams | make friends. . .

The animals at the zoo, some are as weird as | am. A smiling refugee. Am | an alien?
Laugh as long as you breathe. Love as long as you live.
These are my favourite sayings.

My head, my heart. Skipping and singing.
Nujeen. Nujeen. New life. That's me.

Chorale
This wreath of words is our choice.
These flowers of song, they are our voice.
Singing sorrow, singing tomorrow, singing tomorrow.
Singing the song of life itself.




Refugees flee for safety and find it in Houston
By: Ahmed Keshta, Volunteer Outreach Coordinator, Interfaith Ministries for Greater Houston

The globe is currently grappling with the worst refugee crisis in decades. The United
Nations estimates the number of global refugees is more than 26 million, and the number
of internally displaced persons is at over 100 million.

So, what is driving this exodus? Refugees often flee war or persecution on the grounds of
their ethnicity, religion, or political opinion. Conflicts in Ukraine, Syria, Ethiopia, and
elsewhere have prompted millions to seek safety abroad. Meanwhile, thousands of Cubans,
Afghans, and others are fleeing out of fear of repression due to their political affiliation or
to protect their basic human rights.

So where does Houston fit into this image? Our great city is one of the leading destinations
for refugee resettlement in the nation. The City of Houston alone has welcomed more than
5,000 evacuated Afghan Allies ever since the fall of Kabul in August 2021. Those who not
too long ago were forced to flee and await evacuation at the Kabul Airport have now been
safely resettled in Houston. They must restart their lives, but they will not have to do it
alone. Our city is home to five resettlement agencies, and among them is Interfaith
Ministries for Greater Houston.

Welcoming the stranger is a tenet of all major faith traditions and a shared belief that
Interfaith Ministries has held for decades. The organization is stepping up to welcome its
newest neighbors.

The Refugee Services team at Interfaith Ministries, in conjunction with the U.S. State
Department and Episcopal Migration Ministries, resettles hundreds of refugees in Houston
annually. We are tasked with helping families rebuild their lives no matter where they have
arrived from or their background. With community support, we do everything from airport
pick-up and apartment set-up to school registration and job placement for our new
neighbors. Over 90% of the refugees served by Interfaith Ministries are self-sufficient
within six months of arrival.

Interfaith Ministries relies on volunteers to help provide quality services to our newest
neighbors. Volunteers mentor refugee families, provide co-sponsorship support through
their community of faith or civic group, provide transportation and more.

For more information about how to support refugees in our community, please contact the
Refugee Services Community Engagement Team at akeshta@imgh.org or
ddorsey@imgh.org or to make a donation visit www.imgh.org.

REFUGEE SERVICES

INTERFAITH

MINISTRIES

FOR GREATER HOUSTOMN
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Plant It Forward (PIF) is a Houston, Texas based nonprofit organization with the mission to empower refugees
to develop sustainable farming businesses that produce fresh, healthy food for our community.
We envision thriving farmers, enriching Houston's vibrant culture.

www.plantitforward.com

They're not giving up...
and we're not either.

Help Send Medical
Supplies to Doctors |
and Hospitals in 'H’s_

Ukraine. .
W\
projectcure.org ""H projectc.u.re.

£

REASON TO

West Assi Ministries (WHAM) is a nonprofit that offers free assistance in the form of food, financial
i to p icti fh | and ed ion and employment resources to promote self-sufficiency
in people who are struggling to meet their basic needs. WHAM serves these families driven by the underlying goals of
alleviating poeverty, building a thriving and healthy community, and giving hope to the hopeless.
240,000 served since March 2020 - over 135,000 served in fiscal year 2021

VOLUNTEER TODAY! Visit www.WHAMMinistries.org
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